VANAGOI\

THE LEGEND IMPROVES.




How The Legend Of The Vanagon Began.

One auto expert has said that
if you want to see what the auto-
motive future holds, look to
Volkswagen.

Mowhers is this truer than in
the case of the van.

Volkswagen introduced the
bus to America in 1952 Agrand
total of ten were sold.

At first, people were skhepti-
cal. This strange-looking vehicle
was bigger than a car. Not quite
a truck. And was, well, boxy.

Precisely, said Volkswagen.
It you have a lot to carry, use a
box on wheals,

Soon this kind of logic
became clear, and the demand
for Volkswagen buses grew.

During the next three decades,
the Volkswagen bus had a fol-
lowing as loyal and diverse as
any the automotive world had
EVEr Seen.

Volkswagen always kept up
with the demands of its enthu-
siasts. The bus underwent two
major body changes and thou-
sands of other refinements.

As a result, over 5.5 million
Volkswagen buses have been
produced.

At the top of this extraordina-
ry evolutionary road stands the
1983 Vanagon, a name we
chose back in 1980. Everything
Volkswagen has learned in over
30 years has gone into it.

Some of the changes are ob-
vious. Some, even striking.

But there is one improve-
ment that far out distances all
that has gone before it

And that is the outstanding
performance of the 1983
Vanagon.

Even the experts were amaz-
ed. They hailed the Vanagon as
one of the best performing and
handling vans on the road. Car
and Driver went so farastocallit
“the Porsche 911 of vans.”

Let's examine the 1983
Vanagon a little closer to see
what puts it in a performance
class all by itself.

SPECIFICATIONS, 1983 VANAGON WITH WATER-COOLED ENGINE
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NOTHING ELSE IS A VOLKSWAGEN.
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The Vanagon
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with New Water-Cooled Engine.
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The powerbase of the 1983
Vanagon is its new water-cooled
engine.

The first difference you'll
notice is that the engine is not in
front whepe most usually are. In-
stead, it's sitting squarely over the
rear axle for maximum traction.

An arrangement that keeps
engine noise at a minimum. Gives
front passengers more leg room.
And provides nearly equal front -
to-rear weight distribution.

e

Although the new engine is
more compact than its air-cooled
predecessor, it's also more power-
ful—with 22% more horsepower.

But the new engine is not all
brawn. |t has brains, too. Aunique
‘Digi -Jet” fuel injection system
digitally monitors the fuel and air
mixture for maximum power
output.

Just as comforting, the EPAes -
timates that the new engine is
19% more economical than the
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A New Standard Of Performance.

old one, and 23% more econo-
mical on the highway.*

But of course the ultimate test
of any engine is its road perfor-
mance. So the ultimate test of a
Vanagon is to drive one.

Combined with a re-engineer-
ed transmission and fully inde-
pendent suspension, the new en-
gine makes the Vanagon quick
and responsive. And a pure joy to
drive
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The 1983 Vanagon gives you
the best of avan. The bestof a sta -

tion wagon. And the best of
Volkswagen.
When vyou first see the

Vanagon, you'll be surprised at
how streamlined and compact it
really is—only a foot longer than a
Porsche and 6 inches wider.

But inside, it's absolutely cav -
ernous, There's seating for seven
with generous leg room for all.
Plus an open air feeling thanks to
wall -to -wall picture windows

If you need more room, simply
remove the middle seat and fold
down the rear seat. Now youre
ready to carry nearly a ton of
goods.

Look around. The fit

and finish are pure Volkswagen,
and standard features abound
Cut pile carpeting. Tinted glass
Fear window de -fogger.

If you're really fond of luxury,
the Vanagon GL offers such a
menities as patterned velour up -
holstery. Large fold -down arm -
rests. And special see-through
head restraints
And if you can't resist

the call of the wild, there's always
the Vanagon Camper with its fa-
mous “pop-up top,” two full-size
beds, and swivel front seats. This
home-away-from-home even
has running water, a stove and
refrigerator, and plenty of food
and clothing storage space

But whichever Vanagon you

choose, once you're behind the
wheel, you'll forget you're in a van.

The Vanagon maneuvers and
parks easier than some cars, and
on the road it's remarkably nim-
ble. Qut on the interstate it's rock -
steady. But be forewarned. Its
rack and pinion steering and in -
dependent suspension will soon
have you seeking the curves of
country roads.

So if you're still undecided
whether to get a van or a station
wagon, get both.

Get the 1983 Vanagon.




The only vehicle in America that successfully combines the best features of aVan and a Station Wagon.




“The Porsche 91 T_Gf Vans 4
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